
NEUTRAL 

 
ANTE, PRE – BEFORE 
 

• Antecedent – something or 
someone that comes before  
(Ch. 11) 
 

• Prescient – having knowledge 
of something beforehand 
(Ch. 11)  
 

 
CO(N) – WITH 
 

• Coalesce – to come together; 
literally, to be with (Ch. 4)  
 
 

 
BI, DI – TWO 

 
• Diverge – to separate into two 

parts (Ch. 6)  
 

 
RE – AGAIN 
 

• Reconcile – make up; literally,  
come together again (Ch. 11)  

 
CIRCUM – AROUND  

 
• Circumvent – to go around 

(Ch. 15)  
 

 
TRANS – THROUGH, ACROSS  
 

• Transnational – across countries  
(Ch. 7)  

 
In some cases, knowing whether a root is positive, negative, or neutral can often help you 
make a reasonable assumption about which category an unknown word falls into. Having 
that piece of information may allow you to eliminate incorrect answers or, in some cases, 
identify the probable correct answer.  
 
For example, words beginning with PRO- are generally positive, e.g., progress, profound, 
protect.  
 
On the other hand, words beginning with OB- are generally negative: for instance, obstinate 
and obdurate, two words that have historically been favored by the SAT, both mean 
“extremely stubborn.” 
 
To be clear, this approach is not always reliable: there are plenty of instances in which a 
negative is used to create a positive word, e.g., innocuous, which means “harmless” (IN - not 
+ NOC – harm). However, if, during the test, you find yourself staring at words you’ve never 
seen before (the chances of which will hopefully be greatly reduced after you’ve read this 
book!), you are undoubtedly better off having some sort of logical process to rely on, as 
opposed to guessing randomly.  
 
 


